drug tatficker who — with a detective hot on his
heels — travels to south Flatida to free his wile
and daughter Som prison
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In Spanish and English, the South Florid
Hollywood'" as a marked increas

a entertainment community is cheering, “Hooray for Hispanic

C ln IO . R " i . "
P dllCiiOll drives SdeO expansionin (_]IC’&KEI’ Miami. By LAURA MARTINEZ
PHOTOGRAFYS BY JEFFREY INWIN

ate last year, producers at FoxTeleco-
lombia realized they needed to move
part of the production of El capo 2
| from Colombia to Miami. 7o change of

| Pl L -

location was crual to the plot of the action sernes,
which ts one of Latn Amenca's most popular and
crtly telenovelas, the senal dramas beloved by
Hispanic audiences The notonous drug trafficker at

the heart of the story, Pedro Pablo Jaramillo (Marlon

Moreno). had to travel to Miami to accomplish two

! things escape the detective on his heels and break

his wile and daughter out of prison

the production had to reschedule shoot-
ing more than once due to expected hurmeanes Ultimately, the wait was well
worth it Over fifteen days, a crew of more than 120 worked on land (staging
cr chases, crashes and shaot-outs), in the air (frying and landing helicopters
in downtown Miami) and at sea (navigating some fifteen boats) Thanks tothe
of the local W3 Studios, the production was ableto
¢ a5 well as plenty ol prop weapons
nbefore noon'” recalls Lyo-
Entertainment, who helped

e move was no casy feat —

staft = and infrastructure —
sequre the needed boats and stunt vehidle

One day, "we shot BOO rounds of ammunitio
nel Montells, a producer fer Miami-based Plural
bring El capo 2 to M3 Studios

“It was a very challenging project, but [F
pleased with our work.” adds Radl Rodrigue:
Studios, who was put into action as stuntman,
toordinator for the duration of the shoot.

Elcapo 2is onty one in astring of high-profile S
tions that are flocking ta Miami to take advantage of duction iIncentives.
weather, diverse pool of bilingual tatent L e i pmhurewmkcrr. can- \ -
One more lure: Florida's status asarigm‘m"wrkmm'w ¢ : B g

not be required tofoin a union.

ou!e{omtamblal was more than
the founder and owner of M3
weapons wrangler and safety

panish-language produc-
the \,'carrround warm

g o y 3
-
“ON AIR" | ‘
When RED light is on | 1] s
nol Bcapa 210 Miaml . r
:?f‘;z;’:;‘:r;\hﬂ.wachim. ; Please"b_e-_qUIe" | .
; Lundhe;rn:ﬂﬂﬂ%nqm v ‘-‘
o rtown Producess -
the muddie of dTWT Lpbmaiora
alsahad o contend with i W
. thet. A% ptf_u‘l.}t'.i:ndm T -“-‘
sty -r‘ 1¢d rore than once duf 19 | | I i
e pmuh‘.r RutTicanes
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Telermnunda's Pation prehibida (abeve) Is based
on a Turkdsh telerovels vt in the 19 ormnury
This production takrs place In modern-dary
Miamd where its 2lmed on a Saly basls The
Retwork 4 Fonda Licliny, which boasty mere
than 160 000 wuare leet of production space. s
home to srveral popular telenovelas

“If we didn'l have Incentives that are competitive with other stares |,
wouldn't have as much production in south Florida™ allows Sandy Lightey.
man flm and entertainment commissioner of Miami-Dade County =g
course, it doesn't hurt that we have beautiful weather, beautiful natyrg) light

diverse locations and experienced CrEwWs, either”

g he best thing about working in Miami, Latin Ameyj.
can TV producers like to joke, is that it's very cloge
to the United States. Nicknamed the “Capital of Latin
America,” Miamiis the second-largest US. city with 3

Spanish-speaking majority; sixty-one of every 100 persang

in Miami-Dade County are estimated ta be of Hispanic origin

Access to professional biingual talent has been crucial in establshing
Telemundo — a division of NBC Universal — asthel S leader inthe produc.
tion of relenovelas Based in Doral, an industrial-surburban neighberhgge
narthwest of Miami International Airport, Telemundo Studios is the largeg
filming facility in south Florida With 160,000 square feet of total space, n-
cluding 50,000 square feet of stage space over five stages, itis atrue tele-
novela factory,

“We normally produce two or three novelas at a time, but you can see
us sametimes working on four,” says Joshua Mintz, Telemunda's executve
vice-president of scripted programming and generalmanager of Telemundg
Studios This spring, for example, the studio was in the midst ef shactngrwg
productions, Pasion prohibida (Forbidden Passion) and Marido en alouler
{Husband for Rent), while in pre-production on two more, Dama y cbrerg
{Lady and the Worker) and a fourth drama, La sombra de un pasado (Shadow
of aPast)

Each Telemundo telenovela functions with two production units one 3

the studios and another onlocation Overall, the studio employs between 100

and 120 persons per production

“This has become a very important factory [of content] for Telemunds”
Mintz says of the Miami-based telenovelas, which not only fill Telemunda's
entire primetime but are successfully sold worldwide, requiring a comples
production schedule Telenovelas usually comprise some 120 episodes The
network must produce five episodes of each novela every week, each epi-
sode runs abaut forty-five minutes, thirty of which are shot in the studio and
the rest an locatien

Despite the size of the Miami facility, the production load is such that
Telemunda someume leases additional space elsewhere, including the Cree
stages at Doral's Blue Dolphin Studios, ewned by Cristina Saralegui, the tak-
show host known as the "Hispanic Oprah * The network was using Blue Del-

phin this spring tor Pasion prohibida, its 8 pm telenovela starning Jencands
Canela and Manica Spear

{—
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Virmsrvision Studion b home 19 3 mombee of
tall whow, inchading Casos de famils
Casirs). starring Tere Mastn, and ( Quien

v (] - ™ : - % " - ‘.." bv -
thene L raxin? [Whe's Righe? abeve) hosted A _ : al = O E f[ 4
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lami’s standing as a hub for Latin American tele-
vision is not entirely new. In fact, since 1986 the
| city has hosted Univision's Sabado gigante (Gi-
3 gantic Saturday), the longest-running show in the
history of television (it debuted in 1962). The variety program
airs live from 8 pm.to 11 p.m. every Saturday from Univision's
Doral studios, hosted by popular host Mario Kreutzberger
(ak.a Don Francisco) and featuring a studio audience.

Qver the past few years. the Univision network has increased and im-
proved its Miami facilities, where it now produces all of its entertainment and
news shows., including Desplerta América’ (Wake Up, Americal), El gordo v [a
flaca {The Scoop and the Skinny). Mira quién bala (Lock Wha's Dancing! Sal
y pimienta (Salt and Pepper), Al punta (To the Point), Primer impacto (First
Impact), Aguly ahora (Here and Now) and the papular beauty pageant Nues-
tra belleza lavna (Qur Latin Beauty), atalent competition searching for Univi-
sion’s next TV personality

Overall, says Luis Fernandez, Univision's president of entertainment and
studio president, the network produces mare than 13,000 hours of original
programming annually, which represents about half its total programming
(the other half being its primetume telenovelas, which it imports from pro-

gramming partner Grupo Televisa in Mexico)

Despte the absence ¢f telenovela production at its Miami location, Uni-
wvision is still expanding its facliies two new stages opened Late last year,
and a 150,000 square-foot facility is being built in Daral to house Univision
Mews and its new [oint venture wath ABC News, Fusion

“Afew years age, we had to lease other studios, including Greenwich in
Worth M.ami or M3 Studios,” Ferndndez recalls “But now we're pretty much
producing everything athome, withvery few exceptions, ke the music shows
we doinbigger venueslike the American Airlines Arena [in downtown Miami] -

A major impetus for all this agtivity 15 the tax credits and incentives of -
fered 1o film and television producers by the state and local governments A

crate program that began in 2010 and extends through 2016 grants produc-
ers ataxrebateequ valent to between 20 percentand 30 percent of thelr ex -
penditures To qualify. 60 percent of cast and crew must be Floridaresidents

There's more The city of Miami offers a production incentive based on

150 EMMY
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hotel usage, Mrami-Dade County does not charge location fees for buldngs
and facilities (they do charge, however, for parks), the county also mantare
an internet-based list of production-friendly hatels and helps procuces
scout for locations and talent

These incentives have been responsible for the county’s TV productes
boem, says commissioner Lighterman, who estimates that “in the past b
years we have increased 400 percent the amount of TV shows shot here”
Those include English-language primetime entertainment serles Lie St
Magic City, ALE's The Glades and USA's Burn Notice and Graceland whah s
setinsouthern Calfornia but has been shooting in Fort Lauderdate

But Spanish-lanquage productions are leading the way Inaddtontate
daily activity coming from Telemunda, Venewision and Univision, inceperde™t
studios lke M3 are seeing their own boom

M3 Stutios, which facilitated the Miami shoot for El capo 2 has grow”
over the years to comprise 122,000 square feet and hast up to seven prodc-
tons simultaneously Among its recent clients has been N chelodesn Lo
America's 11-11 Enmi cuadra nada cuadea, 2 seventy-fve - episode teen it
novela about a fourteen-year -old whose famiy moves into the mysteros
Bullding 11-11, where he wakes up as a twenty -year -old version cf Prmse?
The novela has been shot on set and on location around Miam, prodce? F
Spanish and customized to Portuguese for Nickelodeon B3z

"People love shooting here.” says M3's Raul Rodriguez 3 Maami rame
"You have this incredibly diverse talent and can 69 3 lot of thngs b L
America " Besides, he says. “producing outside the U'S. 15 no longer 35 %
eftective as itusedtobe ®

0t course, Mami's cost-eflectreness s due In part 1o Florday 7
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